There are tons of things that kids can do outside of the shelter to
help the animals!
Here are a few ideas:
1) Have a fundraiser to raise money specifically for the sick animals at
the shelter (called the Petie Fund). You could baby sit, mow lawns,
weed, have a lemonade stand, a car wash, dog wash, bake sale, etc.
2) At your next birthday, ask each person to bring you something to
donate to the animals at the shelter.
3) Organize a food drive for the animals. The food donated will help to
feed the animals at the shelter OR senior and low income pet owners!
4) Organize a drive at school or in the community for items we have on our
“wish list”.
5) Make or recycle old blankets for the animals. Dogs usually use a full
size blanket, cats used blankets around 2x2 feet or smaller. All
blankets need to be machine washable since each dog/cat receives a
clean blanket every day. Old sheets, pillow cases, and towels can be
donated too.
6) Make some toys for cats, or dog buscuits. Fleece strips on the end of
a firm stick (such as dowel) make great play toys. Tinfoil balls, fleece
balls stuffed with catnip, rope scratching posts, etc are some more
ideas. (Fleece/microfiber works great as it a closed weave and does
not pull/tear apart as easily.)
7) Ask your family if they are willing to foster a cat that may have had
kittens, an animal that needs to get over a cold or an animal that
needs some time away from the shelter environment. They may contact
us at 483-9171 for more details.
8) Get your pets spayed or neutered and encourage your neighbors and
friends to do the same. Begin a “We Pay to Spay” campaign at your
school. Set a goal for the amount of money you hope to collect for
spaying and neutering and then see which class can collect the most.
Notify the newspaper so they can write an article about your good
work!
9) Hang posters at local stores, school or place of worship about how
to help animals in your community.
10) Bottle or can drive. You could drop the cans off here or bring in the
return money.
11) Make cat stockings for sale. Take a baby sock, put cat things (toys,
treats, etc) in the bottom and tie the top off with a ribbon. Donate the
proceeds to the humane society.
12) Adopt from a shelter – Never buy one at a pet store!
13) Come back and volunteer at the Rutland County Humane Society when
you are 16!!

